
James 1:1-12
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes
scattered among the nations: Greetings.

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 be-
cause you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let per-
severance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6 But when he ask, he must be-
lieve and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown
and tossed by the wind. 7 That man should not expect to receive anything from
the Lord. 8 He  is double-minded man, unstable in all he does.

9 The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position.
10 But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position - because he will
pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and with-
ers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the
rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.

12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial because, when he has stood
the test, he will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those
who love him.

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 

Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.”

James 1:2-4

Becoming the Real McCoy
James 1:1-12

A SERIES ON THE BOOK OF JAMES

Many people who have a vague childish affection for a
half-remembered Jesus, have never used their adult 
critical faculties on the matter at all. They hardly seem to
see the paramount importance of His claim to be God. 
Yet if for one moment we imagine the claim to be true, 
the mind almost reels at its significance.
Taken from, “Your God is Too Small”
by J.B. Phillips



BECOMING THE REAL McCOY -  James 1:1-12
Theme of James’ letter:

A LIFE CHANGING ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS (v.1)
Background:

SEE GOD IN THE MIDST OF TRIALS (v.2-4) 
_____________________________________

1 Peter 1:7 These (trials) have come so that...

JB Philipps translations tells us to welcome trials as ______________  

v.2 the testing of your faith produces ___________________________
Rom 5:3-5

Jas 1:3 that you may be ___________  and ___________, not lacking
_____________

TRUST GOD IN THE MIDST OF UNCERTAINTY (v.5-8) 
_____________________________________

v.5-6 tells us that when we ask for wisdom in the midst of our trials we must
_______________.

What is it that we must believe?

What are the consequences of unbelief (v.6-8)?

CIRCUMSTANCES DON’T DETERMINE YOUR WORTH (v.9-12)  
_____________________________________

Jesus brings to the poor person a new sense of _________________________
What do v.10-11 say about riches and their eternal value?  

v.12 Blessed is the one who ________________________________________

1. The theme of James’ letter is authentic Christianity.  Scan through the letter
and find as many references you can that emphasize this point. 
(To get you started: 1:22, 2:14; 3:10; 4:4; 5:12)

2. Have you ever felt like you were a phony?  Why?  What has helped you
when you were going through those times in your life? 
How do you think the way we go through trials shows the authenticity of our faith?

3. Why does James say we should consider it pure joy to be going through all
the trials we go through? (Also read 1 Peter 1:6-7)

4. James highlights a process that takes place when we go through trials.  
Explain the process. (Also read Romans 5:3-5).  
What should be our attitude as we go through this process?

5. In verses 5-8, James talks about asking for wisdom.  He is specifically talking
about wisdom needed to stand firm in the midst of the trials we are going
through.  What does James mean when he says that God gives wisdom to
us generously, without finding fault?

6. James also says that we must believe.  Believe what?  

7. From verses 6-8, what are the consequences of doubt?  If this is what you
are going through, how does it feel, and what can you do about it?

8. In verses 9-12, James talks about the rich and the poor, and how we should
view our circumstances.  Why should the poor person take pride, and what
should the attitude of the rich person be towards their wealth?

9. Rewrite verse 12 and make it personal to your own life and circumstances.


